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 Romans 1:15
So, for my part, I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome 

 1Corinthians 15:1, 2
Now I make known to you, brethren, the 
gospel which I preached to you, which 
also you received, in which also you stand, 
by which also you are saved, if you hold 
fast the word which I preached to you, 
unless you believed in vain.

The Gospel should be preached to 
Christians

7 Benefits of Gospel Preaching in the Church

 1) The lost will be converted

 2) Those not converted will be convicted 

 3) The saints will become unified in the gospel

 4) The gospel sanctifies Christians

 5) The saints will be motivated to evangelize 

 6) Preaching the gospel does what creeds do        
only better

 7) The gospel creates hope in the hearts of 
Christians



3/29/2010

2

1) The lost will be converted

 1Corinthians 1:17, 18 (NKJV)

For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel, not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of no effect. For the message of the 
cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.

1) The lost will be converted

 1Corinthians 1:21 (NKJV)

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
through wisdom did not know God, it 
pleased God through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who 
believe.

2) Those not converted will be convicted

 John 15:26, 27

When the Helper comes, whom I will send 
to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of 
truth who proceeds from the Father, He 
will testify about Me, and you will testify 
also, because you have been with Me 
from the beginning.



3/29/2010

3

2) Those not converted will be convicted

 John 16:8 - 11

And He, when He comes, will convict the 
world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment;  concerning sin, because 
they do not believe in Me; and concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father 
and you no longer see Me; and concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world 
has been judged.

2) Those not converted will be convicted

 Acts 7:54

When they heard these things they were 
cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him 
with their teeth.

3) The saints will become unified in the 
Gospel

 Philippians 1:27

Only conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that 
whether I come and see you or remain 
absent, I may hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel;
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3) The saints will become unified in the 
Gospel

 Ephesians 4:3 - 6

being diligent to preserve the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as also you were 
called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all who is over all and through all 
and in all.

4) The gospel sanctifies Christians
 2Peter 1:3, 4

seeing that His divine power has granted 
to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence. For by these He has granted 
to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, so that by them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world by lust.

4) The gospel sanctifies Christians

 2Peter 1:9

For he who lacks these qualities is blind or 
short-sighted, having forgotten his 
purification from his former sins.

 2Peter 1:12

Therefore, I will always be ready to remind 
you of these things, even though you 
already know them, and have been 
established in the truth which is present 
with you.
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4) The gospel sanctifies Christians

 Galatians 3:1 - 3

You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched 
you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was 
publicly portrayed as crucified? This is the 
only thing I want to find out from you: did 
you receive the Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so 
foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are 
you now being perfected by the flesh?

5) The saints will be motivated to 

evangelize

 1Peter 3:15

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense to 
everyone who asks you to give an account 
for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence;

6) Preaching the gospel does what 
creeds do only better

 Colossians 1:5, 6

because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven, of which you previously heard in 
the word of truth, the gospel, which has 
come to you, just as in all the world also it is 
constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since 
the day you heard of it and understood the 
grace of God in truth;
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6) Preaching the gospel does what 
creeds do only better

 Philippians 1:18

What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I 
will rejoice,

 Romans 10:17

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ.

7) The gospel creates hope in the 
hearts of Christians

 Romans 8:24, 25

For in hope we have been saved, but hope 
that is seen is not hope; for why does one 
also hope for what he sees? But if we 
hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

7) The gospel creates hope in the 
hearts of Christians

 Romans 8:28

And we know that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to 
His purpose.
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7) The gospel creates hope in the 
hearts of Christians

 Romans 8:29 - 30

For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the 
first-born among many brethren; and 
whom He predestined, these He also 
called; and whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these He 
also glorified.

“Though sin can wage war against us 
(hence our struggle), it cannot reign over 
us. That is also part of the gospel. But the 
success of our struggle with sin begins 
with our believing deep down in our hearts 
that regardless of our failures and our 
struggle, we have died to sin's guilt. We 
must believe that however often we fail, 
there is no condemnation for us (Rom. 
8:1).”

Gospel-Driven Sanctification Jerry Bridges

“For a growing Christian, desire will always 
outstrip performance or, at least, perceived 
performance. What is it then that will keep 
us going in the face of this tension between 
desire and performance? The answer is the 
gospel. It is the assurance in the gospel 
that we have indeed died to the guilt of sin 
and that there is no condemnation for us in 
Christ Jesus that will motivate us and keep 
us going even in the face of this tension.”

Gospel-Driven Sanctification Jerry Bridges
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“We must always keep focused on the gospel 
because it is in the nature of sanctification that as 
we grow, we see more and more of our 
sinfulness. Instead of driving us to 
discouragement, though, this should drive us to 
the gospel. It is the gospel believed every day 
that is the only enduring motivation to pursue 
progressive sanctification even in those times 
when we don't seem to see progress. That is why 
I use the expression “gospel-driven sanctification” 
and that is why we need to ‘preach the gospel to 
ourselves every day.’” 

Jerry Bridges in Modern Reformation May/June 2003


